Amphisbaena carli sp. nov. is described from a Cerrado region in the southwestern of the state of Bahia, Brazil. The new species is diagnosable by having: small and separated nasal scales; two pre-cloacal pores separated from each other; 221-242 body annuli; 10-13 caudal annuli; 21-23 dorsal and 21-23 ventral segments to a midbody annulus; and tail without visible autotomic constriction. A proposition of standardization of head scalation nomenclature for amphisbaenids and comments on the current status of the genus Amphisbaena are also provided.
Introduction
Amphisbaenians are worm-like Squamata distributed mainly in South America, Caribbean and sub-Saharan Africa but also with a few small genera limited to North America, Northern Africa, Middle East and the Mediterranean region (Vidal et al. 2008) . Despite being known as a monophyletic group (Lee 1998; Kearney 2003; Kearney & Stuart 2004; Macey et al. 2004; Townsend et al. 2004) , Amphisbaenia has been target of a series of discussions concerning not only the taxonomic status of different genera and species (Gans 1971; Vanzolini 2002; Kearney 2003; Gans 2005; Mott & Vieites 2009 ), but also the phylogenetic position of the group in relation to other Squamata (Estes et al. 1988; Townsend et al. 2004; Conrad 2008) . Two reasons that may explain this situation are their fossorial habit, which makes sampling a difficult task, and the paucity of researchers working with these taxa (Kearney 2003) .
The group comprises six families, the most diverse being Amphisbaenidae with about 175 species
